
Dear Colleagues… 
  
Late this past week, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) issued a preliminary statement on financial  
assistance for funeral expenses for those who have passed away due to the COVID 19 pandemic. FEMA, as you know,  
is the agency that deals directly with national disasters such as earthquakes, floods, hurricanes, wildfires etc…but, has 
now become responsible for the COVID 19 pandemic recovery assistance, since this virus was truly a national disaster/
emergency. 
  
This recovery assistance will include reimbursement for funeral expenses to families who have experienced the death 
of loved ones due to the COVID 19 virus, since January 2020. 
Although the final details and application process for this financial recovery assistance (reimbursement for funeral  
expenses) will not be released until April, it is advisable now, for our pastoral leaders to begin a careful and sensitive  
one-on-one outreach to families that may be eligible for these reimbursements.  This is a very difficult and delicate task, 
but one that can provide essential financial reimbursement for these unplanned expenses within a family unit. 
  
In anticipation of the April filing period – and given the time that it frequently requires to assemble necessary documen-
tation always required – I want to share the following information with you now, as I have been briefed on it – so that 
you can share with families who may wish to seek reimbursement for funeral expenses. When full information is  
available, including the actual application packet, EOC will share with all and it will also be posted on the Diocesan 
 website. 
  
Here are the important points to share with those impacted: 
  

 Application process will open in April 2021, which will require some documentation and have eligibility requirements. 

 Death must have occurred in the United States, including the U.S. territories and the District of Columbia. 

 Death certificate must indicate that the passing was attributed to COVID-19. This does NOT mean, as I understand it, 
that the death itself cannot be the result of other fatal health conditions, but that those conditions were aggravated by 
COVID -19 and thus COVID 19 expedited the passing of the individual and caused the death prematurely. 

 The applicant must be a U.S. citizen, non-citizen national or qualified alien, who incurred funeral expenses. There is 
no requirement that the actual deceased person be a U.S. citizen, non-citizen national or qualified alien…just the  
applicant! This is an important distinction. 

 Documentation of funeral expenses such as receipts from funeral home contracts, cemetery costs, burial expenses, 
cemetery plots/mausoleums etc. will be required. 

 Documentation, when submitted, should include the applicant’s name, the deceased’s name, the amount of funeral 
expenses, and the dates the funeral expenses were incurred. 

 Funds will be transmitted via check by mail or direct deposit, once application is received and approved. 
  
Further details will be available when the formal process begins; but, it is advisable to begin gathering this information 
and conducting this careful pastoral outreach to those you know who have been impacted now – as it is unlikely they are 
aware of this, as yet. Sadly, the press has printed little this process – but, will undoubtedly do so once the formal  
application period is announced. Thus, it is wise for anyone eligible to begin gathering the necessary information,  
receipts, death certificates now so as to be prepared to file promptly when the program itself is actually launched. 
  
Should you have any questions, please email EOC and we will assist you as much as possible, based upon information  
that we know at that point. 
EOC will transmit the final application information as soon as it becomes available. 
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